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¥SC BRIRFING - 17 May 1955

SOUTH YINTRAN
i, Diem moving csutiously to consvolidate mititery aud political
gaine, |
4. Personslly supervised Aray takeover of Inperial Guard
a2t Dalat ou 16 lay, wiich heas eliminated iast source
of poiential ergauizel zupport for Beo Dei,
8. Vietusmese Aray is zow ercircliag Binh Juyen remossnt
(1,300 ic mersies soutas of Seigeu).
11. bien "studyicg with interest” Joint ¥é~Freuch plass for
integretion of wecl troeps (Moa Hao, Cae Pail,
4. Csc Mal trooy: alveady rallied to Piem, but most Hoa
a0 troope remmis diszident.
B. Actual abeorption of lstter will probakly lovelve
much hagglicg and bribery.
€. Dien bas vomplsined to Zly of reporis ithei Tresch
military avre still iu eaﬁtsét wiih dos Hao dimzidents.
B. Meauwhile, Cao Dai Pope iu reportedly trying te
fsseri authority Gver xeci's forces. ODies belioves
Freunch eucoursgicg him, as poteutial focus of futi-
govervuent agliivity.
13X, Uiem bas ingtructed Information Minister t¢ curb aunii-
Freasca teudencies i local press.

A. Be u#till regards heavy cvoucenirailer of Freach TTOOPpE

in Ssigos ares ax provocative. nccumemm._zg
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B. Pressnt dispositien of French forees is result of
orders by C-in-C (Ely), who--as commsnder in chief is
outh Yietnam--also has paper commmnd of UNA,

== A3 BRIMEK, LUYEN SAfS tIE Wikt — =~
¢. Shopld Diex Weémaud that Fresch troops remaining iz

A
Vietuam be stationed at 17th Parallel truce line,
setion would eall isio question pretent command
stragture,
IV, Meauwhile, Diem eugsged i diplemstic efforts directed
toward:
A, Proddiug iruce commission to obtmin exiension of
desdlive for refugee aovemeuil (which emded 15 iay).
B. Eoldisg VS-VE-Fresch-Vietsameze couferesce ln calgen
te demcistrate Vietzaw's isntercaticcal standing.
1. ¥reuch bave indieated willingness, provided
gonference convists of local represestalives,
2., Awstraliax minister in Saigon thinke Le should

perticipsie if VX does.
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